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My name is Greg Hansch. I work as Policy Coordinator for the Texas chapter of the National Alliance on 

Mental Illness, also known as NAMI Texas. My testimony is in support of SB 1842.  

 

NAMI Texas has 27 local affiliates throughout Texas and nearly 5,000 members made up of mental health 

consumers, family members, friends, and professionals. Our purpose is to help improve the lives of people 

affected by mental illness through education, support, and advocacy. Thank you for the opportunity to speak 

with you today. 

 

SB 1842 would permit registered nurses trained to assess medical and psychiatric stability to conduct face-to-

face evaluations of HHSC facility residents no later than one hour after the initiation of restraint and seclusion. 

This rule change would enable patients to resume their routines and regular activities at the facility within a 

short time, without the stress and delay of remaining in restraint or seclusion while awaiting the arrival of a 

physician. Additionally, it would enable patients to be evaluated, often within minutes, by a medically trained 

health care professional who is on the scene and who is familiar with and has had frequent interaction with the 

patient.  With the shortage of psychiatrists in our state, this is a sensible measure that is consistent with federal 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services regulations and with the laws of other states, as Texas is the only 

state that requires physicians to make this evaluation. On behalf of NAMI Texas and our 27 affiliates around 

the state, I respectfully encourage the members of this committee to vote in support of the Senate Health and 

Human Services Committee to vote in support of SB 1842. 

 

Thank you very much for your time, I would be happy to answer any questions. 
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